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Call for lay people to help with research on dementia!

February 2011 

WE NEED YOUR HELP

	The National Institute for Health Research is putting out a funding call for good research ideas in the area of dementia. Researchers need to submit their proposals on the 20 May. If you would like to get involved in this process and have a say in what research gets done then please contact the RDS-EM to see how you can help. 

If one of the following describes you and you would like to find out more, please let us know. 
Are you:

· experiencing the early stages of dementia? 

· caring for or have previously cared for a person with dementia? 

· affected by the impact of dementia? 

· a member of, or connected to, an organisation which supports or represents people with dementia and their carers?

Contributions of patients and the public are valuable, providing alternative views to researchers - they are a formal mechanism which legitimises research and in some cases are key to making the research work. You can really make a difference!

There are many ways in which lay people can be involved, for example by:

· helping to design the research 

· being a co-applicant on an application for a research grant

· being a member of a steering committee to oversee the progress of the research

· helping to recruit participants

· checking research grant applications which researchers have written 

· helping to collect data

· helping to analyse findings

· helping to tell people about the findings 

You can register your interest with us on-line or telephone 0116 2525497 and leave your name and contact number. Thank you 
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